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Monument Commemorating Tokahashi Katsumi, Doctor of Agriculture
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Dr. Tokahashi Katsumi, born in Wakayama City, was the first scientist in the
world to isolate and extract vitamin A from cod liver oil. This monument was
erected in his honor in 1969.

Born in 1892, Dr. Takahashi enrolled in the Tokyo Imperial University College
of Agriculture’s Department of Agricultural Chemistry in 1914 and, after moving
on to graduate school, he pursued research on oils and fats under Professor
Suzuki Umetaro. In 1922, Dr. Taokahashi performed the world’s first successful
extraction of vitamin A from an oil. His promising career as a scientist was
just beginning to unfold, when, in 1925, he succumbed to an illness and died at

the young age of 32. SR CNDEE
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